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Vietnam War
Introduction
The Vietnam War was fought between the communist government of North Vietnam and South Vietnam and its main ally, the United States. The war was intensified by the ongoing Cold War between the Soviet Union and the United States. It was also known as the Indochina War, and it was fought from November 1, 1955, to 30th April 1975 after the fall of Saigon. The war was essentially fought between North Vietnam which was supported by the Soviet Union, China, and other communist allies and South Vietnam which was supported by the United States, South Korea, the Philippines and other anti-communist allies (Herring, 2001). In the end, it was the United States who would lose the war. The communist forces ended the war by taking control of South Vietnam in 1975, and the country was unified as the Socialist Republic of Vietnam. This paper will focus on the loss of America in the Vietnam War using some quotes and references from the book “The Unfinished Nation” by Alan Brinkley. 
The Unfinished Nation: A Concise History of the American People by Alan Brinkley covers the second half of the standard survey of the US history and provides an analytical study of the history of the US from the reconstruction era to present. The book focuses on both political and socioeconomic developments in the history of the United States. This book tells the tale of America and can be used in some way to relate to the Vietnam War and why the Americans lost the war (Brinkley, 1993).
Ho Chi Minh and the Vietnam War
Ho Chi Minh was North Vietnam’s head of state during the Vietnam War and took a more behind the scenes role. Ho Chi Minh was a contributing figure to the loss of America in the Vietnam War because he was an essential symbol of Vietnam's unification. The United States continued to increase its support to South Vietnam by sending military troops and economic support. After the American air strikes against North Vietnam in 1965, Ho Chi Minh sent a message to his people saying that "nothing is as dear to the heart of the Vietnamese as independence and liberation." This quote would become the motto of the North Vietnamese and would eventually lead to the defeat of the Americas. This quote became the driving motto of the North Vietnamese to seek independence and liberation. In early 1968, United States president Lyndon Johnson decided to call for peace talks and halt the escalating war (Herring, 2001).
The war was still on in 1969 when Ho Chi Minh died aged 79. In 1973, the last US military troops left Vietnam, and in 1975, the communist forces seized Saigon and renamed it Ho Chi Minh City which marked the end of the war. Therefore, Ho Chi Minh contributed to the loss of America in the Vietnam War. In the 1940s, Ho Chi Minh quoted the following statement to the French "You can kill ten of my men for every one I kill of yours, but even at those odds, you will lose, and I will win."
Another factor which contributed to the loss of America in the Vietnam War was the assassination of Ngo Dinh Diem, the president of South Vietnam. He was a very influential leader in South Vietnam, and when he was assassinated, the power and command he had were lost which contributed to the loss of the war by the United States (Young, 1991).
Additionally, the dedication of the North Vietnamese soldiers contributed a big deal in defeating the US soldiers. Herring (2001) argues that the North Vietnamese were fighting for independence and communism. The soldiers were loyal to their leadership which had already provided land reform in the north. This made the Viet Cong be highly experienced and knowledgeable about American tactics. The North Vietnamese were more dedicated than the American soldiers.
Fighting on a familiar ground also played a big part in the defeat of the American troops. (Brinkley, 1993).  The Viet Cong had an intricate knowledge of the terrain of the land as opposed to the American soldiers who were new to the area. They used tunnel systems, jungle cover, and booby-traps which meant that they were difficult to defeat and hard to trace (Young, 1991).
International support from China and the Soviet Union also helped the North Vietnamese to win the Vietnam War. The communist countries supplied more than 8,000 anti-aircraft guns and 200 anti-aircraft missile sites.  Also, a total of $2 billion was given in aid to fight the Americans from 1965-1968 (Cable, 1988).
The Tet Offensive also contributed to the loos of Americans in the Vietnam War. This was a robust, coordinated attack on the south by the North Vietnamese troops on New Year in 1968. During this attack, over 30 towns and cities were attacked (Young, 1991). This made the Americans believe that the war was unwinnable especially after the capture of the United States Embassy in Saigon (Brinkley, 1993).  There was a massive protest by the Americans against the war. On February one 1968, Walter Cronkite, CBS News quoted the following words in disbelief that Tet Offensive had happened "What the hell is going on? I thought we were winning the war. This quote shows the extent of disappointment and disbelief that Americans had when they lost the war contrary to their expectations. In 1975, North Vietnamese Colonel Bui Tin quoted the following words upon conceding defeat of South Vietnam "All Vietnamese are the victors, and only the American imperialists have been conquered. If you love the nation and the people of Vietnam, consider today a happy day”.
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